Rufford Parish Council

Meeting of the Planning Committee

Holmeswood Village Hall, Holmeswood | Friday 20th February 2026 | 6.30pm

MINUTES 

Present:
Cllr Newsham (Chairperson), Cllr Bradshaw, Cllr Gordon, Cllr Pickavance, Cllr. Pryke
Clerk Kevin Newsham
Borough Cllr Paul Hesketh

1. Introductions

The chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Apologies
Cllr Rear, Cllr Smith, LCC Cllr Rick Edwards, Borough Cllr Eddie Pope

3. Declarations of Interest
Cllr Newsham declared a personal interest due to living opposite the development in Holmeswood and due to this handed over the chair to Cllr Gordon.

4. Planning working group meeting
Cllr Newsham outlined the working group recommendations, and they were approved by the planning committee.

5. Adjournment for comments from county and borough councillors 
Cllr Paul Hesketh said that West Lancashire does not warrant the number of houses in the area. He outlined the increase in housing quota within the area since the previous government. Cllr Hesketh mentioned there are a number of large developments across West Lancashire.

Cllr John Gordon stated there is a lack of infrastructure within the area including roads and drainage. Cllr Gordon handed out a leaflet displaying flood risk areas and grade 1 and grade 2 agricultural land map to highlight the importance of agriculture in West Lancashire.

6. Adjournment for residents’ points of interest
The residents raised concerns about there being no site notice and them receiving letters later than the date stated. 

The residents discussed their shared concerns about development on agricultural land and stated what are the benefits of 3 and 4  bedroom houses in Holmeswood when they are not affordable. 

Speeding issues were also raised stating the road is dangerous and would require traffic calming measures.


7. Discuss Planning Applications 

Holmeswood Planning Application | 2026/0085/PIP

The committee noted many issues with the suitability of the site.

· Ecology Issues
· Drainage Issues
· Development on greenbelt land
· Development on agricultural land
· Location of Martin Mere and Mere Sands Wood
· Pressure on village infrastructure
· Highways Implications
· Sustainability of the village

Cllr Bradshaw raised the issues of development on agricultural land and greenbelt land. Referring to the NPPF he discussed how emphasis should be placed on development on the best and most important agricultural land, rather than greenbelt land, as some exemptions in the NPPF may lead this issue being negligible. 

Cllr Pryke discussed the highways and transport implications, adding that there are issues in relation to speeding on the road and that increased parking and/or junctions on the road will jeopardise safety further. 

The sustainability of Holmeswood itself was also discussed, with the committee adding that there is a lack of transport infrastructure in the village, the methodist church has closed and that the school is at full capacity, as well as Rufford Primary School. 

Cllr Richard Bradshaw volunteered to be a spokesperson for the council if required to speak at the borough council planning committee. This was resolved by the council. 
	
The committee agreed to a leaflet drop to highlight the most important points to raise objections about when writing into the borough council. It was agreed these would be delivered by Monday 23rd February.

The council resolved they do not support this application and will submit the concerns discussed in a letter to the borough council. 

Rufford Marina Planning Application | 2026/0093/FUL

The committee concluded that the issue with the application is parking issues. It was noted that this is the second time this application has been submitted.

It was noted that the application had previously been refused due to building on greenbelt land and because the plans did not fit in with the conservation area. The committee was pleased to see alterations had been made to the plans, including timber windows and doors, as well as a slate roof, to make the application more in fitting with the conservation area.


Meeting Closed at 8.40pm





Cllr John Gordon (Chairperson)
Rufford Parish Council
